12/09/2020				TAWHEED: REVISION
LO: how do our surrounding and all living things witness the oneness of the Creator?
TASK 1:  RECAP QUESTIONS:
1) What are the three different types of Tawheed?
· 
· 
· 
2) What does the word Tawheed actually mean? 

3) Match these definitions to the right type of Tawheed you have answered in Q1.
· Maintain the unity of lordship, that is affirming that Allah is one, without partners in his sovereignty > Tawheed __________________
·  Maintaining the unity of Allah’s names and attributes, that is affirming that they are incomparable and unique >Tawheed_________________
· Maintaining the unity of Allah’s worship, that is affirming that Allah is alone in his right to be worshipped >Tawheed_______________________
4) Define the term unification.

5) Name 5 attributes of Allah.

6) What are the different types of Shirk.


TASK 2: SUMMARISE AND MAKE A TABLE OF THE THREE TYPES OF TAWHEED.


	TAWHEED AR- RUBOOBIYAH
	TAWHEED AL- IBAADAH
	TAWHEED AL-ASMA WA- SIFAT
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done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had
done.” (Holy Bible, Revised Standard Version. Nelson, 1951, p. 2.)
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28 The Categories of Tawhid

this reason, Jews and Christians take either Saturday or Sunday as
a day of rest during which work is looked at as a sin. Such a claim
assigns to God the attributes of His creation. It is man who tires
after heavy work and needs sleep to recuperate.!” Elsewhere in the
Bible and Torah, God is portrayed as repenting for His bad
thoughts in the same way that humans do when they realize their
errors."® Similarly the claim that God is a spirit or has a spirit
completely ruins this area of Tawhid. Allah does not refer to
Himself as a spirit anywhere in the Qur’an nor does His Prophet

w) express anything of that nature in hadith. In fact, Allah refers
to the spirit as part of His creation.'®
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Tawhid al-‘Ibadah (Maintaining
the Unity of Worship)

In spite of the wide implications of the first two categories
of Tawhid, firm belief in them alone is not sufficient to fulfill the
Islamic requirements of Tawhid. Tawhid ar-Rububiyah and
Tawhid al-Asma’ was-Sifat must be accompanied by their
complement, Tawhid al-‘Ibadah, in order for Tawhid to be
considered complete according to Islam. This point is

3 Sunan Abi Dawid, (Eng. Trans.), vol. 3, Pp. 1385-6, hadith no. 4957.

32 The Categories of Tawhid
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32 The Categories of Tawhid

substantiated by the fact that Allah Himself has related in clear
terms that the mushrikin (idolaters) of the Prophet’s time
confirmed many aspects of the first two forms of Tawhid. In the
Qur’an Allah tells the Prophet (:) to say to the pagans:
Lo R eyt Aier SR ARGt Togyt ce 2ASa. L A
Zat eat Al A NG KA G S35 L By
CRit ek ot A it otan L
A 3;«‘;;:0@‘@@‘&:‘;9;-“%@‘)@409
AN S5t o As
@) Bra ) % ol Oglyinnd
“Say: ‘Who is it that gives you sustenance from the sky
and earth, Who governs sight and hearing, and Who
brings forth life from dead [matter] and death from the
living; and plans the affairs of man?’ They will all say:
‘Allah’...” (Qur’an 10: 31)
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The division of Tawhid into its components was not done
by the Prophet (:z) nor by his Companions, as there was no
necessity to analyze such a basic principle of faith in this fashion.
However, the foundations of the components are all implied in the
verses of the Qur’an and in the explanatory statements of the
Prophet (:z) and his Companions (may Allah be pleased with
them all), as will become evident to the reader when each category
is dealt with in more detail later in this chapter.

The necessity for this analytical approach to the principle of
Tawhid arose after Islam spread into Egypt, Byzantium, Persia
and India* and absorbed the cultures of these regions. It is only

3 Ibn Abil-‘Ezz al-Hanafi, Sharh al-'Agidah at-Tahawivah, p. 78.
+ South Asia, i.e., presently Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, etc.
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Tawhid ar-Rubtbiyah (Maintaining
the Unity of Lordship)

This category is based on the fundamental concept that
Allah (4¢) alone caused all things to exist when there was
nothing; He sustains and maintains creation without any need
from it or for it; and He is the sole Lord of the universe and its
inhabitants without any real challenge to His sovereignty. In
Arabic the word used to describe this creator-sustainer quality is
Rubitbivah which is derived from the root Rabb (Lord).
According to this category, since God is the only real power in
existence, it is He who gave all things the power to move and to
change. Nothing happens in creation except what He allows to
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22 The Categories of Tawhid

happen. In recognition of this reality, Prophet Muhammad (x=
used to often repeat the exclamatory phrase, “La hawla wa la
quwwata illa billah.” (There is no movement nor power except by
Allah’s will).

The basis for the Rubitbiyah concept can be found in many
Qur’anic verses. For example, Allah (ig) says:

LG NEN S AN R
(e, )

“Allah created all things and He is the agent on which
all things depend.” (Qur’an 39: 62)
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“And Allah created you all and whatever vou do.”
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Tawhid al-Asma’ was-Sifat (Maintaining
the Unity of Allah’s Names and Attributes)

This category of Tawhid has five main aspects:

1. For the unity of Allah’s names and attributes to be maintained
in the first aspect, Allah must be referred to according to how He
and His Prophet have described Him, without explaining away
His names and attributes by giving them meanings other than their
obvious meanings. For example, in the Qur’an Allah says that He
gets angry with the disbelievers and the hypocrites. He (4g) says:

o R e R P Y
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“That He [Allah] may punish the hypocrites, men and
women, and the pagans, men and women who have an

evil opinion of Allah. A circle of evil is around them;
Allah is angry with them, curses them and has prepared
for them an evil end.” (Qur’an 48: 6)
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2. The second aspect of Tawhid al-Asma’ was-Sifat involves
referring to Allah as He has referred to Himself without giving
Him any new names or attributes. For example, Allah may not be
given the name al-Ghadib (the Angry One), in spite of the fact
that He has said that He gets angry, because neither Allah nor His
messenger has used this name. This may seem to be a very fine
point, but it must be maintained in order to prevent the false
description of God. That is, finite man is in no position to define
the infinite Lord of creation.

3. In the third aspect of Tawhid al-Asma’ was-Sifat Allah is
referred to without giving Him the attributes of His creation. For
example, it is claimed in the Bible and Torah that Allah spent the
first six days creating the universe then slept on the seventh.'® For

! Genesis 2:2, “And on the seventh day God finished his work which he had
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had
done.” (Holy Bible, Revised Standard Version. Nelson, 1951, p. 2.)
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